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Spring Term Programme 2012
Welcome to a new term of Dragon Explorers. The programme below combines dates for Dragon Explorer events, Ten Tors events, kayaking events and also Young Leader training events. You are not expected to attend everything (although you are welcome to do so!) but we do hope you will find some new challenges, some fun and some chances to develop some skills.

	Jan
	Thursday 5th 
	7-9pm
	Tabasco water filter

	
	Tuesday 10th 
	7-9pm 
	Ten Tors / DofE expedition training at Tangier

	
	Thursday 12th 
	7-9pm
	Mackerel smoker

	
	Tuesday 17th 
	7-9pm 
	Ten Tors / DofE expedition training at Tangier

	
	Thursday 19th 
	7-9pm
	Survival skills 1 – meet at Huish Woods

	
	Fri 20th – Sun 22nd 
	
	Campbell Rooms camp

	
	Wednesday 25th 
	7pm
	Scuba diving

	
	Thursday 26th 
	7-9pm
	Survival skills 2 – meet at Huish Woods

	
	Saturday 28th 
	9am-
	Kayak/canoe river trip

	
	Sunday 29th 
	11-1 start
	Orienteering with Quantock Orienteers

	Feb
	Thursday 2nd 
	7-9pm
	Cabaret and frog race

	
	Sat 4th – Sun 5th 
	6pm-10am
	The Relief of Mafeking

	
	Thursday 9th 
	7-9pm
	Cabaret 2

	half-term

	
	Thursday 16th 
	7pm
	Driving experience

	
	Saturday 18th 
	9am start
	Kayaking river trip

	
	Sunday 19th 
	10am start
	Quantock mountain bike trip

	
	Tuesday 21st 
	7-9pm
	Ten Tors / DofE expedition training at Tangier

	
	Thursday 23rd 
	7-9pm
	Mopeds

	
	Saturday 25th 
	7pm start
	Cabaret performance

	Mar
	Thursday 1st
	7-9pm
	Shooting and archery

	
	Fri 2nd – Sun 4th 
	
	Ten Tors practice: Exmoor (Tivington)

	
	Tuesday 6th 
	7-9pm
	Ten Tors / DofE expedition training at Tangier

	
	Thursday 8th 
	7-9pm
	Shooting and archery

	
	Sunday 11th 
	9am start
	Kayak river trip

	
	Thursday 15th 
	7-9pm
	Bridge and climb preparation

	
	Saturday 17th 
	10 - 4
	The Quantock Challenge

	
	Tuesday 20th 
	7-9pm
	Ten Tors / DofE expedition training at Tangier

	
	Thursday 22nd 
	7-9pm
	Bridge over the Tone

	
	Sat 24th  Sun 25th 
	
	Everest Challenge – fundraising climb

	
	Thursday 29th 
	7-9pm
	Sky tents – meet at Huish Woods

	Apr
	Fri 30th – Sun 1st 
	
	Ten Tors practice: Dartmoor

	Easter holidays

	
	Sat 14th – Sun 15th 
	
	Kayak overnight trip to Brownsea island


Advance dates for your diary:

Fri 1st – Mon 4th June 2012: Scoutfest (County-wide activity packed camp, approx. £40)

Sun 22nd – Sat 28th July 2012: Wilton Summer camp (approx. £130)

Easter 2013: we hope to lay on a foreign camp to mainland Europe. Possible destinations are Kandersteg or the Pyrenees. Since this camp would be likely to cost several hundred pounds we are giving a year’s notice.
Ten Tors Training:

Ten Tors 2012 will be taking place on 12th-13th May. If you would like to take part you are not too late to show an interest. The schedule of Tuesday evening training sessions and weekend training hikes/camps is combined with the diary above. Take a look at further details of what is involved on Dragon Explorer website www.dragonexplorers.org.uk. 
Young Leader Training 2012: 
Lyn has given notice of the following dates that are open to any Young Leaders in Taunton:

· Thursday 5th January 7.30-9.30 : Module A at Tangier

· Tuesday 10th January 7-9pm : YL Unit Night - training - badge focus

· Monday 20th February 7-9pm : YL Unit Night - training - challenge night

· Tuesday 6th March 7.30-9.30pm : Module A at Tangier

· Wednesday 14th March 7-9pm : YL Unit Night - camp planning

· 30 March - 2 April : YL Unit Camp at Huish Woods
DofE:
Many of you are completing various levels of the DofE awards. If you are doing your DofE it is vital that you keep a careful record as you go along on your eDofE website (or paper book for those who have them). Please don’t forget to then let a leader know so we can sign bits off. The next date for an Expedition will be 16th-17th June. If you are planning to do your expedition you are strongly recommended to come along to the Ten Tors Tuesday evening training sessions to sign off the training element for the expedition.
Kayak river trips:
We have a programme of monthly river trips for kayaking and canoeing at Tangier. Particularly in the first few months of the year these trips are best suited to those with some experience of previous river trips. Later months will have some trips suitable for those ready for their first white water trip. If you are unsure speak to Robin. It is essential to be well prepared to keep warm – decent wetsuits, neoprene gloves and socks etc. Other kit is available from Tangier.
Scuba diving: Wednesday 25th January
You have the opportunity to try your hand at diving under the guidance of our local diving club. The pool location is yet to be confirmed (likely either St James street pool or Kings college). 
Start 7pm. Finish 9.30pm. Cost £15

Orienteering with Quantock Orienteers: Saturday 29th January

We have been invited by the Quantock Orienteers to join one of their family orienteering events at Crowcombe Park Gate. This is a great opportunity to test your skills against a higher level in a very friendly and family orientated event. You are welcome to bring family if you wish or to take part on your own. Start times are between 11am and 1pm. (I hope to be getting there around 12.30 following on from a Scout event that morning).
Start times 11-1pm. Cost £2

Driving experience: Thursday 16th February

We have been most fortunate to have been offered 15 places on a driving course using motorised karts. The course is normally offered to drivers in need of re-education but is being made available, free of charge, to our Explorers for a fun introduction to driving.
Cabaret: Saturday 25th February

As a fundraiser for the Unit we are planning a fun evening of entertainment to take place at Trull Memorial Hall. Parents, friends and relatives are warmly invited to take their seats for a sumptuous meal followed by the very finest stage entertainment that the Wilton Scouts and Explorers have to offer.

Start 7pm. Tickets £15
Mountain Biking day on the Quantocks: Sunday 19th February

We will be meeting at Crowcombe Park Gate for this chance to take a spin around the magnificent scenery of the Quantocks. Bring your bike, a helmet and some lunch.

Start 10am. 

County Mountain Bike Challenge: Sunday 4th March

This County competition will be taking place at Tedbury campsite near Frome. The usual format is of an exciting race through a specially laid out track through the woods. Bring your bike and helmet.

Start 9.30am. Finish 2.30pm. Cost £2.50


Activities return slip: Spring term 2012
Please make a note of what you have ticked!
Your name ………………………………………………………………………….

	
	Yes, I would like to attend
	No, I cannot attend
	Enclosed

	Scuba diving on Wednesday 25th January
	Yes (
	No  (
	£15   ( 

	Kayaking trip on Saturday 28th January
	Yes (
	No  (
	

	Orienteering on Sunday 19th January
	Yes (
	No  (
	£2  (

	Driving experience on Thursday 16th February
	Yes (
	No  (
	

	Kayaking trip on Saturday 18th February
	Yes (
	No  (
	

	Mountain biking on Sunday 19th February
	Yes (
	No  (
	

	Kayaking tip on Sunday 11th March
	Yes (
	No  (
	

	The Quantock Challenge on Saturday 17th March
	Yes (
	No  (
	£0.50  (

	
	
	
	

	Subs for Spring term                                                                                                                                 
	
	
	£35  (


All cheques to 1st Taunton (Wilton) Scout Group please
Do you have any relevant medical problems, disabilities or conditions we should know about?:
…………………………………………………………………………………………................................................................................

Allergies (to food, medications or other), special dietary needs, other special needs:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................................

Date of last Tetanus injection:  ……………………….............
Date of birth:  ...........................................................
Address:  .............................................................................................................................................................
Get your parent/guardian to sign below:

I have noted the arrangements and agree to the named young person taking part in the activities.

Signed ………………………………………………………...  Date ………………………….

Relationship to young person …………………………………………………   Contact  ........................................................
www.dragonexplorers.org.uk








